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PENNSYLVANIA MARRIAGE PROTECTION AMENDMENT
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Pennsylvania Family Institute, 23 N Front St, Harrisburg PA 17101
(Harrisburg PA, January 24, 2006)  
Today, Pennsylvania Family Institute announces its support for the Pennsylvania Marriage Protection Amendment, and encourages its passage in the General Assembly and ratification by the people of the Commonwealth.

The institution of marriage as the union of one man and one woman has proven vital to the well-being not only of those who participate in it and the offspring produced as a result of it, but to society and government as well.  Marriage is about celebrating the diversity of male and female, and the vital and distinct role they play in the nurture, care and education of children. 
Marriage as the union of one man and one woman is a universal institution that predates government.  It is found throughout the globe.  It provides proven benefits recognized by government, including here in Pennsylvania; benefits that save the taxpayer money, help children enter school ready to learn, and forms the foundation for family which is the cornerstone of any free and prosperous society.  It rightly assures that more children will have and know their mother and their father.
In recent days, courts, spurred by activist lawsuits, have sought to change the definition of marriage to diverge from its historic and proven status.  Such changes would launch our society into a massive social experiment with great risks to children and family, and no proven benefit to the state or the common good.

This is not the type of change to be mandated by the courts.  That is why we support the Marriage Protection Amendment:  it will ensure that if the long-standing definition of marriage is to be changed, it will only take place through the consent of the people, and not by judicial fiat.
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Pennsylvania Family Institute is a non-profit state family policy council, based in Harrisburg, that focuses on public policies and cultural trends that impact families.  Founded in 1989, the Institute counts nearly 40,000 families as members and supporters.
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