January 24, 2006




CONTACT:
Amy L. Beisel, APR









717-238-9613










abeisel@pacatholic.org
PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE SUPPORTS MARRIAGE PROTECTION AMENDMENT
Over the years and across cultures and very different religious beliefs, marriage has been and is the foundation of the family.  The family, in turn, is the basic unit of society.  Thus, marriage is a personal relationship with public significance.  Catholic doctrine teaches that marriage is both a natural institution and a sacred union because it is rooted in the divine plan for creation. As instituted by God and supported by the needs of human nature, marriage is a faithful, exclusive life-long union of one man and one woman joined in an intimate communion of life and love.

Nationwide, activist groups have filed lawsuits asking courts to redefine marriage as something other than a relationship between one man and one woman have advanced.  Even though Pennsylvania has a law that defends marriage, it may not be enough to protect what is best for families in Pennsylvania if similar lawsuits are filed here.
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference joins the Pennsylvania Family Institute, other faith leaders and concerned citizens in support of an amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution to protect and define marriage.  The amendment language will say:

“Only a marriage between one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as a marriage in this Commonwealth, and neither the Commonwealth nor any of its political subdivisions shall create or recognize a legal status identical or substantially equivalent to that of marriage for unmarried individuals.”
Proponents believe a Constitutional amendment is necessary to protect and strengthen Pennsylvania’s existing Defense of Marriage Act. Judges in other states have deemed similar laws to be unconstitutional.  Supporters believe Pennsylvania voters deserve an opportunity at the ballot box to prevent “activist” courts or local governments from imposing a new definition of traditional marriage.

The marriage protection initiative will protect the definition of marriage as the union of one man and one woman and protect the public institution of marriage from any alternative relationships.
Amending the Pennsylvania Constitution is a lengthy and challenging process.  Supporters of the marriage protection amendment are willing to assume this responsibility so the institution of marriage between one man and one woman alone will be protected and preserved in Pennsylvania.

For more information about the coalition, log on to www.PA4marriage.org.  For information about statements from Catholic Bishops log on to www.pacatholic.org or www.usccb.org.
