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February 10, 2009
The following story was written by Carolyn Moynihan in the February 6™ edition of Mercatornet.com.

Heather Has Three Parents

The tangled web of homosexual parenting has resulted in a Canadian court ruling that means
a child could have three or four legally recognized parents. The players in the court case are a
lesbian couple, a gay man (who is married to his partner), and the child born to one of the
women using the man's sperm. The man was known to the women and deliberately chosen
as the donor. A contract was signed by the three adults before the child, a girl, was born in
2002, setting out his rights as a "co-parent” including regular access as well as full custody if
both women were to die. It also included a promise to try for a "three-way" adoption, which
was never followed through.

The friendship between the three has deteriorated and the two women have tried to reduce
the man's access to the child. In the latest legal action the lesbian couple asked a family court
judge to order the father to give his consent to have the non-birth "mother” being named as an
adoptive parent of the child. Presently, the father and the birth mother are the legal parents.
The man objected, saying it would reduce his status to that of a mere sperm donor. Justice
Marian Cohen ruled in favor of the father, saying it was in the best interests of the child for
him to maintain his active relationship with the child.

"This case is not about protecting nuclear families to reduce their anxieties," said the judge.
"In this case | am considering the legal situation of a self-constructed, non-traditional family,
the three-parent family created by these parties. For the sake of the child and in their own
best interests, the parties will have to live with their choices," the judge concluded.
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“For the sake of the child” is another good reason why Pennsylvania for Marriage is working to

give the citizens of Pennsylvania a vote to keep marriage defined as the union of husband and
wife. Only constitutional protection will safeguard the institution of marriage.

For more information visit www.PA4Marriage.org or call 717-657-4990 x106.




